A Walk Down Fourth Street 


I might add that there have been a dress store, gift shop, and other stores along the way 
next to the theater. One such business was Reader’s Ice Cream Store, later to become 
Dixieland. This Ice Cream shop was owned by Catherine Chinkos Sinclair and Dorothy Ryan. 
Catherine later married Glenn Sinclair who became Police Chief of Camas. 


Our theater was The Granada when it was built in 1928. There was a sign that hung 
across 4" Street hooked to wires on each side. Later the name was changed to The Liberty and 
it was managed by Doc Combs. I was very young when I first went to The Granada. At that 
time there was an organ (pull stops and all) down below the stage. A man would play the organ 
and as the movie became more exciting the harder he would play. The matinee cost 10 cents, 
which was very hard to come by in those days. At Christmas we were asked to bring a can of 
food to the movie. | thought that was great but I now realized that the can of food was hard to 
come by, or harder for my parents, as the dime was. When I went to the matinee on Saturday 
afternoons there was always a cartoon. Most times it was Popeye and Olive Oil, Betty Boob, 
Mickey Mouse, Donald duck, Flash Gordon and we kids always looked forward to those. The 
main feature started and we always knew it was a continuing show. We would get so engrossed 
in the show that we would forget the time, and as the exciting part came the organist would 
really pound the organ. Then all of a sudden the screen would go black and the words, “TO BE 
CONTINUED” would pop up on the screen. Then I would have to worry where in the world I 
was going to get another dime for next Saturday. I worked as an usherette during my high 
school days. We wore uniforms of navy 
blue flared slacks and white satin long 
sleeved blouses. We carried flash lights 
and showed patrons to their seats after the 
lights went down. There was popcorn, 
but no candy or pop machines as you see 
today. Wednesday was “Bank Night” 
and everyone put a ticket in a tumbler for 
a drawing. Usually a youngster was 
called upon to draw a ticket to determine 
the winner. If no one won the pot would 
roll over to make the next weeks drawing 
even larger. It was a big promotional 
thing back then. 


Farrell’s Fashionett Farrell and Eddy’s Farrells 
Charlie Farrell was born in 1869 and he moved to Camas at the age of 22 from Kansas. He was 
Swiss and came from a family of 14 children. Charlie worked in the paper mill for twelve years 
and pulled down a wage of $1.50 a week no matter if he worked 10 or 12 hour shifts. The 
weekly wage was still $1.50. 
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